
GLOSSARY 
 

UNHCR ( United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) 

 

Refugees: in UNHCR statistics, refugees include individuals recognized under the 1951 Convention 

relating to the Status of Refugees; its 1967 Protocol; the 1969 OAU Convention Governing the 

Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa; those recognized in accordance with the UNHCR 

Statute; individuals granted complementary forms of protection; or, those enjoying "temporary 

protection". The 2007 refugee population category also includes people in a refugee-like situation, 

most of who were previously included in the Others of concern group. This sub-category is 

descriptive in nature and includes groups of persons who are outside their country or territory of 

origin and who face protection risks similar to those of refugees, but for whom refugee status has, 

for practical or other reasons, not been ascertained.  

   The UNHCR mandate covers all refugees, except some 4.6 million Palestinian refugees residing 

in areas of operation of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in 

the Near East (UNRWA) (external link). These Palestinian refugees are not included in UNHCR 

statistics. However, the Palestinian refugees living outside the UNRWA areas of operation fall 

under the responsibility of UNHCR and are thus included in the Statistical Online Population 

Database. 

Asylum-seekers: asylum-seekers are persons who have applied for asylum or refugee status, but 

who have not yet received a final decision on their application. A distinction should be made 

between the number of asylum-seekers who have submitted an individual request during a certain 

period ("asylum applications submitted") and the number of asylum-seekers whose individual 

asylum request has not yet been decided at a certain date ("backlog of undecided or pending 

cases"). The Statistical Online Population Database provides both types of data. Caution should 

therefore be exercised when interpreting data on asylum-seekers. 

Returned Refugees (Repatriation): the population category of Returned refugees refers to 

refugees who have returned to their country of origin. In returnee situations, UNHCR seeks to 

reintegrate former refugees as soon as possible by targeting both returnees as well as receiving 

communities. Partners are actively engaged to provide development assistance. For statistical 

purposes, only refugees who have returned during the calendar year (January-December) are 
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included in the population of concern to UNHCR. In practice, operations may assist returnees for 

longer or shorter periods, however. 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) protected/assisted by UNHCR: internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) are people or groups of individuals who have been forced to leave their homes or 

places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of, or in order to avoid the effects of armed 

conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural- or human-made 

disasters, and who have not crossed an international border. For purposes of UNHCR's statistics, 

this population only includes conflict-generated IDPs to whom the Office extends protection and/or 

assistance. As such, UNHCR statistics do not provide a comprehensive picture of global internal 

displacement. Moreover, UNHCR's IDP statistics are not necessarily representative of the entire 

IDP population in a given country but are exclusively limited to the ones who are protected and/or 

assisted by the Office. For global IDP estimates, consult the Internal Displacement Monitoring 

Centre (IDMC) of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) website (external link). (Read more) 

The 2007 IDP population category also includes people in IDP-like situations. This sub-category is 

descriptive in nature and includes groups of persons who are inside their country of nationality or 

habitual residence and who face protection risks similar to those of IDPs but who, for practical or 

other reasons, could not be reported as such. 

Returned IDPs: returned IDPs refers to internally displaced persons who have returned to their 

place of origin or habitual residence. In returnee situations, UNHCR seeks to reintegrate former 

IDPs as soon as possible by targeting both returnees as well as receiving communities. Partners are 

actively engaged to provide development assistance. For statistical purposes, only IDPs who have 

returned during the calendar year (January-December) are included in the population of concern to 

UNHCR. In practice, operations may assist returnees for longer or shorter periods, however. 

Stateless Persons: in addition to protecting persons who are or have been displaced, UNHCR 

extends support to stateless persons by seeking to avoid and reduce statelessness. Stateless persons 

are individuals not considered as nationals by any State under relevant national laws. UNHCR 

statistics on statelessness also include people with undetermined nationality. 

UNHCR has been entrusted by the General Assembly with fulfilling the functions under Article 11 

of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. As the agency designated to act as an 

intermediary between States and stateless persons, UNHCR provides expertise in the area of 
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nationality and has been requested by its Executive Committee to promote accession to the 1954 

Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention. 

Statelessness may be an important reason for fleeing one's place of origin. However, most stateless 

persons have not fled their country of habitual residence. Because stateless persons who are not 

refugees are difficult to enumerate, reliable global estimates on the scope of statelessness are 

currently not available. By the end of 2007, reliable estimates are only available for some 50 

countries. (Read more) 

Other groups or persons of concern: other groups or persons of concern refers to individuals who 

do not necessarily fall directly into any of the groups above but to whom UNHCR has extended its 

protection and/or assistance services, based on humanitarian or other special grounds. Until 2003, 

this category also included stateless persons. Until 2007, people in refugee-like and IDP-like 

situations were also included in this category. 
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